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Kirkwood Arts Commission
Minutes
Tuesday, May 25, 2021
Virtual Meeting


The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Zoe Perkins, Chairperson.   In attendance:  Zoe Perkins, Jim Erwin, Gary Hochberg, Glenda Hares, Stefani Kirkland, Deanna Stevenson, Andrew Smith, Ellen Edman, Kyle Henke (Staff Liaison), Rick Duplissie (KPAC Manager), Maggie Duwe (Council Liaison).  Absent:  Art McDonnell, Ad Hoc Kirkwood Arts Foundation.

CITIZEN COMMENTS – There were no citizen comments. 

APPROVAL OF APRIL 25, 2021 MEETING MINUTES – Gary Hochberg moved to approve the April 25, 2021 Meeting Minutes. James Erwin seconded the motion.  No corrections submitted by Commissioners.   The minutes were unanimously approved. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Kirkwood Arts Foundation – (This report was given out of agenda order as Art McDonnell was unable to arrive.)  The Making Music Concert Series was approved by St. Louis County.  Kirkwood Electric will contribute the usual funds. Mark Petty has requested the check.  This has never covered the total costs.  The audience contributes as “the hat is passed”, and Kirkwood Arts Foundation will cover any shortfall.

   b. Sculpture on the Move – The new Sculpture on the Move pieces are now in place. Jim reported the locations so they can be updated in the app Otocast. “Gotta Practice” has replaced “Cloud Cutter;” Stellated Bronze” has replaced “Exuberance.”
        The sculptor of “Stellated Bronze” assisted in the installation.  This sculpture has a geocache, which is revealed when the base is turned and the compartment opens

	Kyle Henke is waiting on signed contracts.  Jim will contact the artists.

   c. Making Music –Gary Hochberg reported that Kirkwood Electric is contributing $12,000.00, $6,600.00 is committed to paying the bands.  Money will be saved on advertising since the brochures would have had to be produced before concerts could be finalized due to COVID 19 virus restrictions.  St. Louis County will no longer require electronic registration, but we will proceed with the social distancing included in the plan produced by the Recreation Department for the County.  Rather than actually passing the donation “hat,” buckets will be available for donations to the Kirkwood Arts Foundation.

	The concert schedule begins June 26 with the Wind Symphony having a patriotic music theme as a tribute to the military branches, and continues with two concerts in July, two in August, the Walker Lake concert, following the schedule originally proposed for 2020.  Mike Malloy will write an article for the Webster Kirkwood Times on the return of the series.  Zoe inquired about the wallet sized concert schedule cards.  Art reported on the Metro Orchestra’s pop-up concerts at 7 PM.



d. Public Arts Planning – Deanna Stevenson reported that two documents are in progress for the committee to read by the next meeting.

e. Mel Bay—Zoe reported that planning continues for a concert with benefit events, probably in December 2021 to raise money for a music scholarship.  Discussions include Susan and Bill Bay, Mel’s son and daughter.  Gary suggested also contacting Mel’s grandson Colin.
	
	Zoe presented the possibility of producing a short documentary video on Mel Bay and his contributions to the music world.

	Funds from the Kirkwood Arts Foundation may be requested.

          IV. Unfinished Business
a.   Outdoor Sculpture Plan Subcommittee Discussion – Jim will write a plan for consideration that details a process for the new subcommittee.   

c.   New Commissioner Candidates – Zoe presented the following candidates for the Commission’s consideration. 

		1.  Erika Whitaker:  Background includes son’s participation in vocal jazz at KHS, PTO Tillman Elementary School, Kirkwood United Methodist sanctuary renovations.  Jim moved that KAC recommend Erika Whitaker’s nomination to Mayor Tim Griffin. Gary seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
		
	2.  April Morris:  Background includes work as professional artist (Midwest Metalsmith), teaching layout design, calls for artists.  Jim moved that KAC recommend April Morris’s nomination to Mayor Tim Griffin.  Deanna seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

           V. New Business
	a. Greentree Festival Parade and Tent – The Festival dates are September 17-19, 2021.  Application for a booth will need to be submitted as soon as possible.  KAC has had a float twice in the parade, but this year’s participation will likely include walking in the parade. 

	b. Other Matters – There were no Other Matters.

KPAC GM Report  
Upcoming Events/New and Exciting – Rick Duplissie reported that KPAC is booked through mid-2023.
Recent events included Metro’s production of the Very Hungry Caterpillar, Kirkwood Theater Guild, Platinum Plus.



Upcoming presenters are St. Louis Rep, Stages, St. Louis Academy of Dance, and Brett Ledbetter, a prominent sports psychologist known for his program “What Drives Winning.”

Rick has purchased the domain name “The KPAC.org.”  Freddy Doss, City of Kirkwood Communications Coordinator, has agreed to create the webpage for KPAC.  

Grand Opening, July 16-17 -- This will be a 2 day event open house for groups on the 17th, and a creative black tie event on the 18th.

Gateway Foundation Update – The sculpture “Bear” will be installed by Acme Erectors.
  
VII. Arts Commission Chair Report 
     a. Missouri Association of Community Arts Association—MACAA is presenting  “What is Possible Now,” a presentation on fundraising during the pandemic, June 8 at 4 PM.  For groups with a budget under $15,000 the membership fee is $50.00.  Ellen Edman moved that we join at the $50.00 rate.  Deanna seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
	
     b. Conservation – Brother Mel’s sculpture has been re-installed after a successful paint job.  The installation had to be delayed for dry weather because the required crane had to operate on the grassy area. The new installation is improved because the sculpture can now be moved without removing the previously used epoxy.  The current conservation project should last 20 years.
    	
	“Gotta Practice and “Stellated Bronze” are successfully installed. “Stellated Bronze” required an additional $542.00. 
	 

 VIII. Arts Commission Staff Liaison Report 
		a. Kyle Henke reported that it has not yet been officially determined whether Boards and   
               Commissions meetings will continue to require Zoom meetings.
 
VIIII. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 5:53 PM.


   Next Virtual Meeting Date – June 22, 2021 via Zoom.
   


   Staff Liaison:   Kyle Henke. Phone:  314-822-5856 Email:  henkekk@kirkwoodmo.org

   Chair:  Zoe Perkins   

Accommodation:  The City of Kirkwood is interested in effective communication for all persons. Persons requiring an accommodation to attend and participate in the meeting should contact the City Clerk at 314-822-5802 at least 48 hours before the meeting. With advance notice of seven calendar days, the City of Kirkwood will provide interpreter services at public meetings for languages other than English and for the hearing impaired. Upon request, the minutes from this meeting can be made available in an alternate format, such as a CD, by calling 314-822-5802.  
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