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MEETING MINUTES
City of Kirkwood
139 S. Kirkwood Road
Kirkwood, MO  63122
October 22, 2019







PRESENT:  Joe Day, Linda Holekamp, Chris Molitor, Carol Rush, Mike Hankins, Barbara Sandhagen, Cory Meyer – Urban Forester 
ABSENT: Andy Baldridge; Georgia Ragland – Staff Liaison
GUESTS:  None.
Pursuant to notice of meeting duly given, the Kirkwood Urban Forestry Commission convened on October 22, 2019 at Kirkwood City Hall, 139 S. Kirkwood Road, Kirkwood, Missouri. 
I. Call To Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm by Chair Joseph Day. 
II. Secretary Report:  Motion was made by Carol Rush and seconded by Mike Hankins to approve minutes as submitted. Minutes from the September 24th meeting of the Commission were approved unanimously.
III. Tree Removal Requests:  126 Sarah. Cory had asked for this to be on the agenda in expectation of receiving their tree removal request. Since it has not come in yet, no vote was taken, although a majority of the members present had visited the site. The home at 126 Sarah will eventually be torn down so that a new home can be built. 
IV. Citizen Comments:  None.
V. Urban Forester Report: Cory reported that he is in the process of finding a contractor to plant an expected 100 trees. Over the past few years 130 to 150 parkway trees have been removed in Kirkwood each year.  50 Trees, the volunteer organization, has been planting about 50 to 80 trees per year but that number is not keeping up with the decline in our urban forest. Cory also reported that the Electric Department is starting a program to remove Callery Pears and other trees that were planted under power lines that are too tall for such a location, and also poorly pruned large trees under power lines. Smaller trees will then be planted under the wires that will grow to approximately 25 to 30 feet so they do not pose a danger to the wires. He asked for information on any stumps in the right-of-way so that he and his crew can remove them. He noted that two Pin oaks that are in decline at the Farmers’ Market will be removed after the holidays when the market season is over. He would like to plant Paw Paw trees in the island on Argonne Street near the Farmers’ Market for Arbor Day in an effort to plant more Missouri native species. Residents of the Lindgate subdivision who have recently lost trees due to city infrastructure improvements will receive a letter listing approximately 8 possible tree species that they can choose from that the city will plant to replace the ones that had to be removed. 
VI. ACTIVITY REPORTS
a. Junior TreeKeepers Program: Linda Holekamp reported positive responses from the Kirkwood School District and presenters for the September 25th Westchester Field Day in Kirkwood Park. The event received mentions at the KSD Board meeting, Facebook, Ladue News, MEEA newsletter, and MCFC. It is possible to explore expanding the program and the budget to accommodate two schools in one day. Linda suggested minor improvements for this pilot program going forward. The amount budgeted to pay this year’s program was discussed and the expenses will be submitted to staff for reimbursement. The cost and suggested changes will be in the final written report.
b. Education and Outreach:   None.
c. Tree City USA/Growth Award/Other Awards: 
i. Tree city, USA. Recertification 2019 (Growth award if applicable) Due 12/31/19. (Cory intends to use the JTK Field Day event in application for the Growth Award).
ii. MDC- Missouri Arbor Award of Excellence: Due 12/01/19. 
iii. KUFC Advocate Award – Due 3/31/2020. 
d. KUFC Annual Report: Due 1/30/2020
e. Event Participation:  Earth Day will be April 18, 2020.
OLD BUSINESS: Cory will narrow the selection of possible seedlings to be ordered and email it to the Commission so that the order can be placed before choices are depleted. 250 trees will be ordered in total. 150 of those for the students in the Jr. TreeKeepers program this year.
NEW BUSINESS:  A copy of a letter to the editor for the Sept. 26 – Oct. 3, 2019 WKT titled New Construction Without Eliminating Trees was shared and discussed. 

NEXT MEETING:  November 26, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. Kirkwood City Hall, Main Conference Room
ADJOURN:  Motion to adjourn 7:53 p.m.

Joseph Day, Chair_____________________________________________________

Date Approved ________________________________________________________
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