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Major Traffic Signal Project along Kirkwood Road Will Improve

Traffic Experience and Safety
January 11, 2019
Kirkwood, Missouri:   A major traffic signal project along Kirkwood Road will begin work in mid-January and continue through November, with intermittent, temporary lane closures and some traffic delays.  Drivers who use Kirkwood Road/Lindbergh Blvd. for part of their commute or to visit Kirkwood should expect delays during construction. Signs will be posted along the route, and traffic updates will be communicated on the City’s website and social media pages. 
When finished, the Kirkwood Road Signal Project will result in improved safety for both pedestrians and motorists and a smoother traffic experience. The new traffic signal infrastructure will be interconnected to enhance signal system efficiency, resulting in better traffic flow and fewer idling cars, which will help to reduce emissions.

Safety improvements for pedestrians include ADA-compliant lighted intersections all along the route, with pedestrian push buttons and sidewalk connections across the BNSF railroad that will enhance accessibility. New ADA-compliant, wider sidewalks from Nipher Middle School south to Chester Avenue will improve student pedestrian safety as well. 

The project also includes some aesthetic improvements. Horizontal signal heads will differentiate the Kirkwood corridor of Lindbergh and allow for improved views of the City’s downtown character. The horizontal mounting style is compliant with state and federal regulations. These distinctive signals will also feature decorative mast arms with edge-lit street signs and luminaires that replicate the design of existing downtown Kirkwood street lights. 

What to Expect During Construction:

· Construction work from January through April, along Kirkwood Road from Manchester on the north to Big Bend on the south, will involve intermittent lane and sidewalk closures:

· Starting January 14: Work begins at the BNSF railroad crossing. Construction crews will bore under the railroad north of Big Bend. The outer northbound lane of Kirkwood Road will be closed between 9:00 a.m., and 3:00 p.m., during this work, which is expected to continue into February. 

· Conduit installation for the fiber optic cable will begin in late January / early February

· Major construction starts in May and will run through November at 11 intersections along the route. Crews may work on more than one intersection at a time, but work at each intersection will be continuous until it is finished and re-opened. 

· Kirkwood Road will remain open, but temporary lane closures will be necessary.
· Electronic message boards along the route will provide drivers with advance notice of lane closures.
Two separate federal grants assist in funding this project. A CMAQ (Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality) grant provides funding for intersection improvements to help communities meet the requirements of the Clean Air Act. This grant is aimed at reducing congestion and improving air quality. A Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant helps with funding to improve pedestrian safety. 

Three years of research, planning, and project design have gone into the project. Citizen input has been valuable during the planning process, including citizen comments, attendance at a 2016 public meeting, and citizen involvement in development of the Kirkwood Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan. That plan identified the sidewalk gap south of Nipher Middle School, which is being addressed with the TAP funding. 

A graphic/map of the construction route is attached.  Questions about the project can be directed to Kirkwood City Engineer Ted Dunkmann at 314-822-5820 or by email: dunkmatj@kirkwoodmo.org.
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