[image: ]KIRKWOOD URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
City of Kirkwood
139 S. Kirkwood Road
Kirkwood, MO  63122
May 24, 2022







PRESENT:  Ned Golterman, Mike Hankins, Chris Molitor, Carol Rush, Barbara Sandhagen, Renee Werner, Nancy Luetzow – Council Liaison, David Weidler – Staff Liaison, Cory Meyer – Urban Forester
ABSENT:  Tanner Craft 
GUESTS:  
I. Call To Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Carol Rush. 
II. Secretary Report:  Motion was made by Ned Golterman and seconded by Mike Hankins to approve minutes as submitted. Minutes from the April 26, 2022 meeting of the Commission was approved unanimously.
III. Tree Removal Requests:  
302 George Avenue - Motion was made by Chris Molitor and seconded by Mike Hankins to approve the removal. The motion was approved unanimously. 
IV. Urban Forester Report:  Last Thursday a tornado hit Kirkwood. Most of the tree damage was in private trees.  Several trees that were up rooted took down surrounding trees.  The City removed 7 City trees.  This was the first storm where the City Forester was involved in the coordination with the Electric Department for emergency response.  The effort went well and it had a positive effect on communication between City services to restore power to residents.  Drafts of the Urban Forestry Master Plan are in review.  In review of City trees, ash trees are of concern.  There are approximately 450 City ash trees that will need to be removed over the coming years due to emerald ash borer spread.  To offset the current rate of removals the City’s goal is to plant 200 trees between 50 Trees and City plantings.  
V. ACTIVITY REPORTS
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Junior TreeKeepers Program:  Ned Golterman updated the commission on the availability of Pete Laufersweiler, Skip Kincaid and Mark Gruber to provide content for the program during the summer camps, which begin on June 7th.       
b. Education and Outreach:  Discussion took place in regard to ideas for the mailer this summer.
c. Award and Grant Submittals:
i. Tree city, USA. Recertification (Growth award if applicable) Due 12/31/22.
ii. MDC- Missouri Arbor Award of Excellence: Due 12/01/22. 
iii. KUFC Advocate Award – Due 3/31/2022. 
d. KUFC Annual Report: Due 1/31/2023.  
e. Event Participation:    
OLD BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS:  A motion was made by Chris Molitor and seconded by Ned Golterman to appoint Mike Hankins as the new Chair of the Urban Forestry Commission beginning in June. The motion was approved unanimously.  

NEXT MEETING:  June 28, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
ADJOURN:  Motion to adjourn 7:33 p.m. made by Mike Hankins and seconded by Renee Werner

Carol Rush, Chair_____________________________________________________

Date Approved ________________________________________________________
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