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The cast of “The Karate Kid — The Musical” practiced Keone and Mari Madrid’s choreography.
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Jovanni Sy (Mr. Miyagi), center, with, from left, Isidro Rafael, John Cardoza and Zachary Downer.

worked with Justin Bieber and Billie Eilish,
and recently directed and choreographed
the Britney Spears jukebox musical “Once
Upon a One More Time”; and the costume
designer Ayako Maeda has won numerous
awards in her native Japan. Kamen wrote
the book, and the songwriter Drew Gas-
parini, known for his work on “Smash,”
wrote the music and lyrics.

“It’s an American film,” the director,
Miyamoto, 64, said in Japanese via an inter-
preter during a rehearsal break in early
May. “But we've added Japanese elements.”

Those elements include putting a greater
emphasis on Mr. Miyagi by framing the
story as his recollection of events, which
Kamen said was his original vision for the
film before the filmmakers decided to focus
on Macchio’s Daniel. There is also a score
by Gaspamu that blends pop, rock and Oki-

nawan music; costumes featuring tradi-
tional Japanese attire, including a kimono,
by Maeda; and a dance-heavy production
that fuses the Madrids’ hip-hop choreogra-
phy style with karate.
“Therehastobeareasontoadaputmtoa

musical,” Kamen said. “If we’re doing ex- .

actly the same thing as the film, there’s no
reasonwehavetocreatetlﬁsforthestage.”

'INSIDE A pomn cnum:;n in Chesterﬁeld,
Mo., on a ¢ '

ngsekarate_ element”

dancers undulated up and down, raising
and lowering their arms in sync. Eventu-
ally, they would be backlit to look like a bon-
sai tree.

- Kamen, among the creative team at the

rehearsal that day, thanked Keone Madrid,
calling the scene “beautiful.”
" “Then you're going to see ‘Strike First.
Strike Hard.” and want to run through a wall
afterward,” a smiling Keone Madrid said,
referring to the musical’s next song, a puls-
ing anthem with pounding drums and fre-
netic kicks and punches.

Kamen, at first, had been less than keen

- onmusicalizing his signature franchise. But
~ after a few months of meeting requests

from Yoshii, his agent persuaded him to
have dinner with her in Los Angeles in Jan-
uary 2017.

Not knowing he was a vineyard owner
and wine enthusiast, she let him choose the
wine (an expensive Burgundy). “To him,
the fact that I let him select the wine was
important” she said. “After that, his re-
sponse to every idea I had was, ‘OK, let’s
giveita shot’” (Kamen confirmed this, add-

'ing he was won over by his fourth glass.)

“The character of Mr. Miyagi spoke to me

- a great deal growing up,” said Yoshii, who

was a high school exchange student in
Bozeman, Mont., when the film was re-
leased in theaters in 1984. “Because of
Miyagi, kids talked to me about the Japa-
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Drew Gasparin wrote the music and lyrics for “The Karate Kid — The Musical”

A ‘Karate Kid’ Musical

FROM PRECEDING PAGE
lem: He didn’t know anything about musi-
cals. “I called my agent, Jack Tantleff, and I
said, ‘Now what the [expletive] do I do?’ I
don’t know how to do this,” he said. “He
said, ‘You’ll learn.””

Kamen and Gasparini, began meeting up

in New York, where they would see four
shows a week. Then Gasparini, who is from
California, would spend time at Kamen’s
guesthouse in Sonoma with a portable pi-
ano, working on the score. _

. Gasparinidecided on a blend of pop, rock
and Okinawan music, which included trav-
eling to Okinawa in October 2019 to study
with two musicians. Two songs for Mr.
Miyagi feature a sanshin, a three-stringed
instrument made of snake skin. (For the
war-hardened John Kreese, played by Alan
H. Green, the antagonist and leader of the
Cobra Kai dojo, he went with Metallica-in-
spired electric guitars.)

Capturing the essence of the characters
from the film — who also include Ali Mills
(Jetta Juriansz), Daniel’s love interest, and
his mother, Lucille LaRusso (Kate Bald-
win) — is also the approach that Miyamoto
said he tried to adopt in his direction. “With

Kreese and Mr. Miyagi especially, we delve
[into what makes them who they are and

he said.

, is a Vietnam vet-

e lingering trauma
said they wanted

1at that meant.

eran and a World War II historian (Mr.
Miyagi is a World War II veteran) speak to
the cast about the two wars that come into
play in the story.

“Robert’s script goes a little deeper in
the musical than the movie” Yoshii said.
“So it was like if we're going to do that, we
have totalk to these guys, so the actors are-
n’t just doing what they think or what their
imagination conjures up about what expe-
riences are.”

But for the added gravity of both men’s
wartime experiences, the film’s light-
hearted center remains. The secret weap-
on, Kamen said, is the choreography.

“The dance will be the thing that takes
people by surprise,” said Cardoza, 28, who
was a fan of the film growing up. “You think
‘Karate Kid, combat fighting” You don’t
think ‘dance.’”

During rehearsals last month, those two
elements blended as 14 dancers playing
Cobra Kai students, clad in shorts and
kneepads, emerged from behind a semicir-
cle of rolling mirrors. Green, stone-faced in
atank top and sweats, prowled their ranks.

“Fear does not exist in this dojo, does
it?” he shouted.

“No, sensei!” they answered.,

“Pain does not exist in this dojo, does it?”

“No, sensei!” _

“What is our motto?”

“Strike first! Strike hard! No mercy!”

They began a rock number, kicking,
pumping their fists then turning outward

~ and stutter-stepping forward like synchro-
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Madrld. oneof the choreogmphers, demonstrnted a crane kick during a recent rehearsal.

: “Damel-san' !” he thundered

| “What?” a resentful Cardoza asked.
“Show me ‘Wax on’”

~ Hemoved his right hand in a semxclrcle
.WﬂW'mv‘““

hal‘o one is coming to see this who doesn’t
7k fmow ‘The Karate Kid, ” he said. “But they
r  havenoideahow far out to the edges we've

1ges will be some of the film’s cast
bers, who planned to be at opening
it this past Wednesday. They include
hio and William Zabka, who played
ny ‘Lawrence, Cobra Kal’s top student
daniel’s rival.

f*oaﬂway next season.
hone interview in mid-May, Mac-



